Social event ( optional) Saturday, May 15

Warsaw sightseeing – guided city tour connected with a visit to Wilanów Museum Palace

Meeting point – main building at Al. Niepodległości 162 street, in front of the main entrance, at 15:00 

Wilanów Museum Palace
The palace, surrounding park and other premises have survived bad fortunes of wars and foreign occupation of Poland. They remained intact and retained their genuine historical and artistic merits to become one of the most cherished parts of the Polish cultural heritage.

Erected in the late 17th century for King John III Sobieski and expanded by subsequent owners (wings), Wilanów is a typical Baroque entre cour et jardin suburban residence. The palace is remarkable for its original architecture – a blend of the European art with the Old-Polish building tradition – and iconographical program of façade and interior wall paintings and carvings, which combined with classical symbols conveys a great sense of royal grandeur and speaks to the testimony of the king's triumphs.

After John III Sobieski's death (1696), his sons inherited the palace. Since 1720 it became the residence of a succession of the famous noble dynasties: Sieniawski, Czartoryski, Lubomirski, Potocki and Branicki. Since 1730 till 1733 it was a residence of Augustus II "the Strong", Elector of Saxony and King of Poland.

From time to time, the palace was improved by all subsequent owners who redesigned interiors, remodelled the garden, or adapted surroundings of the estate to their needs, tastes, or prevailing styles. Further rebuilding was undertaken in 1805 by Stanisław Kostka Potocki who set apart one section of the palace for the first public museum in Poland. In addition to the extensive collections of European and Oriental art, the central part of the palace contained an exhibition in honour of John III Sobieski, a remembrance of the splendid history of Poland.

Nationalized after the World War II, renovated and furnished with most of collections lost during the war, Wilanów opened to the public in 1962.

The most valuable sections of the palace represent three styles: the oldest, Baroque royal chambers are located in the central part of the building; the Southern wing and adjacent pavilion - the bathroom, were added by Isabel Lubomirski in the 18th century; and the Northern wing contains rooms built and furnished by the Potocki in the 19th century. Like in the past, the palace premises are rich in fine artistic ornamentation such as wall and ceiling paintings, stucco decorations, colourful fabric lining and ceramic tiles, and they contain numerous works of art and crafts. The most precious include a collection of 16th - 19th century Polish and European paintings; antique sculpture and Etruscan vases; Saxon ceramics; Limoges enamel; Augsburg gold jewellery; 19th century French silverware and bronze items; Saxon, English and French furniture; arms and armour; and Oriental art.

The 2nd floor of the palace accommodates a gallery of the Polish 16th - 19th century portrait painting reminiscent of the Wilanów traditions. It is a display of portraits of monarchs, magnates and famous Poles: participants of historical events and sponsors of culture. A separate section of the gallery contains an extensive collection of unique coffin portraits and portraits of landed gentry.
