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    Memorandum 
based on the discussions at the Baltic Sea Region University Network (BSRUN) seminar on Doctoral Studies as Part of the Bologna Process organized at Klaipeda University on 10-11 December 2004
At the seminar, the present and the future of postgraduate studies in Estonia, Finland, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland and Russia were examined. What is now needed are a more detailed analysis and comparison of the existing regulations of PhD/Dr. studies at various levels in these countries (legislation, ministry and university regulations). 

In some academic fields in Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania there is a lack of qualified experts in one particular country. Herewith, the presence of highly qualified scientists in several research areas naturally calls to explore opportunities for enhanced international co-operation in the organization of PhD/Dr. studies including joint degrees and development of such a research area within  BSRUN and EU. 

The degree to which PhD/Dr. studies are regulated by legislation or by central authorities should also be evaluated from the point of view of university autonomy and good scientific practice. In many countries, the more detailed regulations concerning PhD/Dr. studies are left to the academic community to decide.

Joint efforts are needed to secure international and national funding for jointly organized courses, doctoral schools and PhD/Dr. boards. 
International co-operation in the organization of joint PhD/Dr. studies would also enhance the quality and quantity of PhD degrees, when proper quality assurance mechanisms are put in place.   
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