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BSRUN FORUM: 
POLITICAL DIMENSIONS OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE EUROPEAN UNION STRATEGY FOR THE BALTIC SEA REGION 
Turku, 26 February 2010
Introduction by Dr. Esko Antola

The European Union Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region was adopted by the European Council in October 2009.  The Strategy is thus a part of the EU policies. 
Being an internal policy of the EU implies that the traditional Community method prevails: the Commission has a key role in initiating, monitoring, reporting and reviewing of the strategy. But the Member States, and not only the eight Member States from the region but all 27, shall take the policy decisions.

The Council notes the importance of the governance structure but fails to be precise. It points to the key role of the Commission and refers to the need for coordination of existing programmes, funds and policies as a part of implementation. The main responsibility of the implementation rests with the Member States.  No ear-marked funds for the strategy are promised.
The Strategy documents refer to stakeholders and their importance but offer no concrete ideas or models for implementation. The Council invites the Commission “to safeguard an involvement of stakeholders concerned from all levels in the region”. However, the only concrete proposal how to do this is the idea of an annual forum involving the stakeholders.

The lack of methods and instruments of governance calls for new ideas and proposals from the region and the stakeholders. Academic institutions should take a role in this. The BSRUN forum aims to serve as a platform to discuss the governance issues.

Countries and areas adjacent to the Baltic Sea region have direct effects on the implementation of the strategy. It cannot be fully realised without the involvement of adjacent actors. In a same way, the strategy is a parallel policy area to some other policies of the EU in the region. Northern Dimension policy is noted in the documents. Also the new neighbourhood policy runs parallel to the strategy.

The external dimension of the strategy demands attention. This is recognised and understood by both the Member States in the region and the European Commission. The strategy itself as well as the Action Plan attached to it take a note of the issue but are very brief. The academic community can play an important role in bringing attention to the external dimension.  
An important but not much elaborated part of the external dimension is the position of the Baltic Sea region as a pilot area of macro-regionalisation. This opens a whole new perspective for the region in setting a model and providing best practises for macro-regionalisation in Europe. The BSRUN Forum devotes attention to this dimension as well.
One of the interventions shall concentrate on the external dimension. Professor Konstantin Khudoley (St. Petersburg State University) evaluates the reactions of Russia to the strategy.
Dr. Toms Rostoks (University of Latvia) discusses the energy issue as a policy area where the external dimension and the coordination of energy policies of the eight Member States of the region are intimately interconnected. Dr. Mindaugas Jurkynas (Vilnius University) links the strategy implementation to existing intergovernmental cooperation in the region keeping the Lithuanian Presidency of the Council of the Baltic Sea States (CBSS) in mind. 
In his presentation Dr. Esko Antola (Centrum Balticum) reviews the European Union macro-regional strategy with a special emphasis on the challenges and perspectives that it offers to the Baltic Sea Region.  

Of course the BSRUN forum is too short by the available time to discuss the agenda deeply enough. Since the invited participants represent the highest quality in the Academic life in the Region the Forum will certainly have valuable inputs to discuss the challenges of the implementation of the strategy. The last session is devoted to drawing conclusions and to discuss possible future cooperation in the framework of the BSRUN. 


Program
26 February 2010 at 8.45-12.30
Venue: University of Turku, main building, Tauno Nurmela lecture hall
8.45

Registration 

9.00

Welcome and opening

Mr Kari Hyppönen, Chairman, Steering Committee of the Baltic Sea Region University Network. 

9.15-10.00 
The Baltic Sea Region as a Pilot of Macro-regionalisation in Europe


Director Esko Antola, Centrum Balticum
10.00-10.30
Reactions from Russia to the Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region
Vice-Rector Konstantin Khudoley, St. Petersburg State University

10.30-11.00

Coffee
11.00-11.30
The Role for Regional Intergovernmental Institutions in the Implementation of the Strategy

Dr. Mindaugas Jurkynas, Vilnius University
11.30.-12.00  
Energy Policy as a Test for Baltic Sea Political Cooperation


Dr. Toms Rostoks, University of Latvia

12.00-12.30

Concluding Discussion

