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Governor Rauno Saari
THE STATE PROVINCIAL OFFICE OF WESTERN FINLAND
8th Baltic Seminar of University Administrators, University – City – Cooperation
Turku, 11 May 2007 

Dear Seminar Participants, Esteemed Guests,
I welcome you to the maritime city of Turku and the Province of Western Finland.
Our province is home to approximately two million people, which is one third of the total population of Finland. There are seven universities and institutions of higher learning in our province. They promote skills and knowledge in various parts of the province. There are three universities in Turku, the capital of the province: the University of Turku, Turku School of Economics and Åbo Akademi University. The University of Vaasa is also situated on the west coast. Inland, there are three universities: in Tampere, the University of Tampere and Tampere Technical University, and in Jyväskylä, the University of Jyväskylä. 
Seafaring is important for Finland. The marine industry is a sector in which the country’s best-skilled workforce can be found in Turku and the surrounding area. This requires good research and education facilities. The University of Turku Centre for Maritime Studies takes part in extensive cooperation in the Baltic Sea region. 
I see the role of the Baltic Sea growing in future years. This will increase the importance of cooperation between universities in this region. The growth in scientific and economic cooperation will increase the importance of creating international networks. These kinds of meetings promote cooperation. 
I wish the seminar every success. I also wish the universities successful cooperation in future years. 

Welcome to Western Finland!
